Fresh From the

Farm

Springtime preparations

It may sound strange to
talk about springtime
preparations given the 6
inches of snow that re-
cently fell. However, on
the farm, we are always
planning ahead for the
next season.

You may ask what kind of
preparations are neces-
sary for spring. To an-
swer this, you have to
know what Spring brings
to the farm.

First, Spring brings a
period of wet weather and
warmer temperatures.
This combination causes
the grasses to leave their
dormant state and begin
to green up and grow.
Spring is the period of
time when cool-season
grasses such as Orchard
Grass, Tall Fescue, and
Timothy grow the most.

It’s almost time for the
farm fresh pork! Every
March we get a number of
weaned pigs to be raised
for our farm fresh pork
program. These pigs
come from a local breeder
with a great reputation
for quality. Why should

Second, Spring brings
calving season to the
farm. Breeding was done
to ensure calving begins
in March and April when
the warmer days and
nights return. Calving is
also done to ensure pas-
ture green-up is taking
place so the mamma cows
get an abundance of nu-
trition.

As you can see a number
of changes take place on
the farm in Spring. As
such, we have to be pre-
pared to take advantage
of those changes. This
includes putting out fer-
tilizer on pastures and
hayfields, final mainte-
nance on vehicles and hay
equipment, and vaccina-
tions for the cow herd.

Meetings have been held
to determine goals for the
new year, determine fer-

Farm Fresh Pork 1s Back!

you choose farm fresh
pork?

Pork found in the store is
generally raised on a fac-
tory farm in confinement.
Confinement animals are
kept in large barns, cared
for through automated
feeders and waterers, and
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Spring
fields.

tilizer amounts, and set
projected dates for fertil-
izer application and start-
ing hay production.

All in all, Spring is a busy
time of year and we spend

most of the Winter pre-
paring for spring.

are fed a ration designed
to get all the animals to a
uniform size and weight.
While this is good for the
factory farm, it is not the
best climate for the ani-
mal.

Continued on page 2....
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Special points of inter-
est:

o Apiary News—Bees are
coming to Cross Brothers!
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order in today for a half
or whole pig

e Check out the CBE Retail
Store!

o Tip of the Month:
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The Pigs Are Back!!

Continued from page 1...

What is the difference in farm fresh
pork and the commercial pork produced
for the store? Our farm fresh pork is
raised in an open lot where the animals
can run and play. Pigs by nature root
in the dirt looking for insects and ten-
der plant shoots to eat. They also root
to create wallows where water pools.
The pigs then lay in these water wal-
lows and cover themselves in mud to
not only keep cool during the summer
but to also keep insects off of them.

The mud also acts as a sunscreen to
keep the pigs from getting sunburned.

Our pigs have a shelter so they can get

Inside the Apiary

What is an apiary you may ask?? Sim-
ply, an apiary is a plot of land where
beehives are located. After spending a
year in research, we decided to open an
apiary on two pieces of land.

Since deciding to set up an apiary,
we've been spending time gathering the
necessary supplies such as bee suits,
hives, hive tools, and smokers to enable
us to properly take care of the bees. In
addition, we've been making sure the
plots of land to put the bees on are still

Tip of the Month

This month’s tip is brought to you by
Michael. Michael is the head of our
farming operation and is also featured
in this month’s Family Spotlight.

Get an Early Start on Gardening

Get an early start on the gardening
season. There are a number of items
you can do to help make your garden
more successful this year.

in out of the rain if they want. They
also have wooded areas to go in to
where they can eat acorns and take
advantage of the cooler temperatures
found in the forest.

All in all, we’ve found that a happy pig
is a healthy pig! Healthy pigs grow
faster and produce a higher quality
meat. We have less health problems by
allowing our animals to run free in
their pasture.

Interested in farm fresh pork?? Fill out
the order form on the included flyer or
contact us for more information.

available and the land owners are
taught about the bees’ behavior & how
the bees can benefit their homes &
land.

First, Take a soil test. Soil tests of your
garden can help you determine what
fertilizer is needed and if you need to
increase or decrease your soil PH. Your
local extension office has soil test kits.

Second, get your seed early!. The ear-
lier you get your seed, the more likely
you are to get what you want. In the
past couple of years, the popular sweet
corn “Peaches and Cream” has been in

Fresh From the Farm

Pigs greeting us when we bring their
food to them!

The bees will be a welcome addition to
our farm! Not only will the flowers in
our yards bloom brighter and longer,
our garden crops will be overflowing!

The bees will travel up to 2 miles, on
average, to find “food” or pollen to make
honey from. This means that our
neighbors will also see the benefits of
our bees!

The future for our garden crops &
honey is looking bright!

short supply.

Third, make sure your tools are in
working condition. Sharpen hoes, take
care of your tiller by performing pre-
ventative maintenance to keep every-
thing in good working order.

Taking these steps will help save you
time, money, and unnecessary head-
aches!
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Retail Therapy

Did you know that we offer Farm Fresh
Products on our website?

www.cbefarm.com/generalstore

As we grew our farm in 2009, we de-
cided to add a retail feature to make
shopping easier for you!

Judy, Grace & Amanda got busy mak-
ing things like Heavy Scent Candles,
Bath Fizzies, Aprons, Book Pillows,
Embroidered Bookmarks & Christmas
Ornaments & more!

We offer more than 20 scents of candles
and over 10 scents of bath fizzies!

Bryan has built our website to make
sure that finding the items you want

Family Spotlight -

Michael is the youngest Cross brother
and one of the driving forces behind
Cross Brothers Enterprises, LLC. Af-
ter hearing a number of stories about
his grandfather and the small family
farm, Michael decided he wanted to
pursue agriculture in college. His vi-
sion was to own a farm and be a full-
time farmer.

To this end, Michael purchased his first
mamma cow in 2003. This cow
(affectionately know as Big Mamma)
would become the foundation to the

easy & quick.

We offer payment options directly
through the website as well as the op-
tion to contact one of us directly to
place your order.

This year, we will be expanding our
candle & bath selections and adding
garden products, beef, pork, & more!!

For Your

Need a last minute gift that she will
Love?? Ask about of Gift Baskets full
of scented candles, bath fizzies & em-
broidered lace. All that she will LOVE
this Valentine’s Day!

Michael

Val entineé

This cow (affectionately known as
Big Mamma) would become the
foundation to the current cowherd.

current cowherd.

After graduating from college, Michael
realized an off-farm job would be needed
while building the current operations.
He accepted a job with Lowes and is a
manager there today. His job affords

Page 3

Scented candles in Spiced Pumpkin.

him the ability to take an active role in
farming operations.

Michael is key to assisting with animal
selection and hay production. His agri-
culture education, Master Beef Pro-
ducer certification, and experience is
pivotal to the success of Cross Brothers
Enterprises, LLC.

Michael is currently in charge of all
farming operations for Cross Brothers
Enterprises, LLC. To learn more about
Michael, please visit http:/
cbefarm.com.

Animal Spotlight - UTP Online 2494 (Online)

UTP Online 2494 (Online for short) is
our registered Gelbvieh herd bull. The
Gelbvieh breed is of German origins
and is know for medium-large body size
and heavy muscling.

In 2005, we began looking for a herd
bull. By chance, we heard the Univer-
sity of Tennessee’s research unit in
Crossville, TN had three bulls avail-
able. Michael and Bryan went to look

at the bulls. One was
already sold and the
other was nine years old.
Given we wanted a herd
bull to last us several
years, Online was the
only bull available which
met our needs. After
watching him in the field,
we decided to purchase
him. We consider him

A

cattle.

Online at the feed bunk with other

our gentle giant now.

He is gentle enough we
can walk through the
pasture to check fences
and he has no problems
with it. He has served
 us well by siring calves
who grow quickly and
have lots of muscle.
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203 Price Loop
Rockwood, TN 37854

Phone: 865-560-6213
Phone: 865-335-2911
Email: sales@crossbrothersenterprises.com
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Farm fresh products from our
family to yours!
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- Enterprises, LL
g

Upcoming Activities:

March 20—Fertilizer application begins

March 20—Anderson County Beekeepers Asso-

ciation short course

April 10—Anderson County Beekeepers Asso-

ciation field day

April 10—Plant Potatoes

May 1—Plant rest of garden items

May 10—Hay cutting window opens

June 10—University of Tennessee Beef and
Forage Field Day, Cherokee Farm.

February 2010

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Begin taking pig
deposits.

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28




